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Poolesville Jan. 25th 1863
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Dear wife. Once more has Sabbath dawned upon
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is breaking through the misty clouds which hang
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over us in the morning when the weather is warm.
I have just returned from inspection of arms, and
sit me down to write to you my chosen one.
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this place, and a warm pleasant day it is. The sun
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Yesterday we put up our stockade, and put our tent
on. The stockade is cut from oak trees one foot through,
and split from three to four inches wide. We dig a
trench one foot deep, and put one end of the plank
in, the other standing perpendicular, from five to
six feet high. We chink up the cracks with mud,
and even the top with our A, tent, which makes
us a very nice place. We had to move in last night.
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Our tent was very wet, but I kept a good fire all night
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and we came out all straight this morning. We shall
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build us some bunks this week, then we shall be up
from the ground. I feel better to day, then I have for a
long time. Mr. Haynes box is on the way, started
last week monday. If you have not sent mine, I
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I think you better not, as I hear the canal is to be closed
and we may experience some dificulty it getting it,
Anything you should send me would be very acceptable
indeed, still I suffer for nothing. I have butter enough
to last until the first of Apr. and I sold Mr. Haynes
two lbs. I have plenty of tea, and as I can buy dried apples
I can make sauce. My old pants are not yet worn
out, I shall wear them as long as I can, but got
any new ones, in case of emergency. Mrs. Stone
washed my cloths for me last week. She makes
herself quite useful in the Reg. There is considera-ble sickness in the Reg. now. Three died from Co .
A (Frank Barkers Co.) last week, which makes 22
that have died from the Reg. of typhoid fever,

It is said we are very unhealthy here, where the canal
closes, as they there let off the water, to repair it, and all
the filth and mud as it is exposed to the sun makes
the air bad, and breed contageon. We shall probably
stay here about 6 weeks longer. Reports are
in camp that Burnside is now fighting at Fredr-icksburg. If true, I hope he will accomplish
something this time. I had a letter from Thatche last
night also a paper from Louise. T says business

has been very good, told the amount he solde. I
shall send the letter to you, to keep, as it may be wanted
for referance, when I come back in the spring, I hope
Foster will keep the store along, for I think I shall
come as soon as fall, if not in the spring, I find
it the opinion of most all in this section that it will
close by fall. I have just read B.F. Butlers
farewell adress as he left N. Orleans, it is a
fine thing. You will find it in Sentenal 15th Jan.
My faith begins to strengthen a little that all
thing will come out right in the end.
I received your letter Thursday last, for
which I was very thankful, but sorry to learn
that Flora was sick, I hope she will soon get
better. I made a ring last Friday out of a piece
of horn which I send her, if not large enough
for her, give it to Henry, as I am going to make
her one of bone as soon as I get time. You write
me if this is the sise. It is but little work to make
them of Hom. I send you ten dollars more
in this. I see by the papers that they are not very
prompt in paying the alotments, I heard to day
the reason was, they wanted to see who skedaddled
so as not to pay the wives of such. but I guess

you will get yours in time. You tell Sofa
I am much oblidged to her for the letter, and
will write to her some time, but she hears from
Mrs. Drake, and you, and others all the news from
the section. But tell her I shall not be offended
if she writes me again, before I write to her, when I
do write will write long and good enough to
make up all back rearages. I have just been
out to dress parade, and the chaplain prayed
and delivered a short address to the soldiers.
Our Band attracts a great deal of attention
on the sabbath, especially by the blacks, it
would have been a fine scene for the artist
to sketch the merry groups as slaves, and
white inhabitants this fine afternoon to hear
the music, and see the soldiers. We all came
out in our very best rig to day, and made
I presume a fine appearance. Some of these soldiers
looked quite prim, perhaps you would not
know me by this time with my mustache.
But it is most mail time, I hope to hear
by the next that you are all well
But hire a girl, by the way Thatcher
said you had an [illegible] sore on your
face that day. I hope that you are not going
to have that again! Write often much
love to all. How I would like to
see the children.
From your Affectionate Hus
I am feeling first
rate to day

J. Henry Jenks

